February 7, 2020

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463

To Whom It May Concern:

By this letter, we, Michael Saltsman and Austin Samuelson of the Employment Policies Institute (1090 Vermont
Ave, NW Suite 800, Washington, D.C. 20005), file a complaint with the Federal Election Commission pursuant
to 2 USC §30118(a), 11 CFR §§ 100.52, 100.54, 114.2(b) and (f), 114.9(a)(3) and (b)(3) against Eva Putzova
for Congress and the Restaurant Opportunities Center (ROC), a Section 501(c)(3) corporation for violations of
federal election law.

Based on information and belief, ROC, a § 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, has provided illegal in-kind
contributions, pursuant to 52 U.S.C. §30118(a), to Eva Putzova for Congress by compensating its employee,
Steven Piasecki, as he regularly engaged in candidate-related work during the course of the normal workday. The
Act and Commission regulations prohibit a corporation from providing any type of contributions to candidates.

Respondents include an individual candidate for federal office, a federal candidate campaign committee and its
treasurer, the candidate’s campaign communications director, and a § 501(c)(3) corporation.

Respondents

Eva Putzova,
1700 E Linda Vista Dr
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

Eva Putzova for Congress
P.O. Box 677
Flagstaff, AZ 86002

Steven Piasecki

65 Park Terrace W
Apt.da

New York, NY 10034

Restaurant Opportunities Center
275 7th Ave
New York, NY 10001

Facts

Except where noted, the facts supporting this complaint are taken from materials publicly available, including
Federal Election Commission records. All material facts relied upon in this complaint are cited as to their source.

On January 1, 2019, Ms. Putzova filed her candidacy for the Democratic nomination to be the US Representative
for Arizona’s 1st Congressional District. Ms. Putzova was the Director of Communications for ROC at the time
of her filing; according to her LinkedIn page, she was still employed in that capacity as of this date (February 7,



2020). Attached to this complaint as Exhibit A are the statement of organization documents filed with the FEC by
Eva Putzova, declaring herself a candidate for the US House of Representatives.

Ms. Putzova’s campaign Communications Director, Mr. Steven Piasecki, is also employed by ROC as its
Communications Coordinator. He has served in this role since September of 2018, and is primarily responsible for
maintaining the group’s social media presence.

« Attached as Exhibit B are social media postings and a screenshot of ROC’s official website
demonstrating Ms. Putzova’s employment at ROC and Mr. Piasecki’s dual employment with Eva Putzova
for Congress and ROC.

« Exhibit C includes a downloadable document from the official ROC United website. The document
serves as a social media toolkit and the ROC official listed as the contact is Mr. Steven Piasecki.

According to FEC filings, Mr. Piasecki’s pay for his services to the Putzova campaign is $600 a month (See
Exhibit B). However, digital evidence shows a blurry line between Mr. Piasecki’s work with ROC and his work
with the Congressional campaign as Communications Director—such that ROC is essentially subsidizing his
campaign work and that he may be using corporate resources in his work for the campaign.

Mr. Piasecki’s overlapping job activity between the nonprofit corporation and Ms. Putzova’s campaign is evident
in Exhibit D, which includes all tweets sent from the Twitter accounts of EvaForCongress, Mr. Piasecki, Eva
Putzova, and ROC United during the months of February-October 2019.! (During these dates, FEC filings show
that Mr. Piasecki was being paid by Ms. Putzova’s campaign to act as the Communications Director.)

Mr. Piasecki’s digital work for the Putzova campaign overlaps regularly with his digital work for the nonprofit
corporation. The time of the day each account is active even shifts with Mr. Piasecki’s location; his move from
California to New York in June 2019 corresponded with a shift in Twitter activity to reflect “sleeping hours” for a
person based on the east coast.”

Mr Piasecki’s control of the digital accounts of both ROC and Ms. Putzova’s campaign is evident in the device
type used to post content, as well as Mr. Piasecki’s use of similar content across both accounts.

« According to data from ExportTweet, Ms. Putzova uses an iPhone; before she launched her campaign for
Congress, not a single tweet from her account came from an Android device (See Exhibit E). After she
declared her candidacy and hired Mr. Piasecki as her Communications Director, over half of the tweets
from her personal account (which doubles as her campaign account) were sent from an Android device--
compared to just 7 percent being sent from an iPhone.

« Similarly, prior to ROC United hiring Mr. Piasecki as its Communications Coordinator, just 2 percent
of the group’s tweets from 2016-2018 were sent from an Android device. However, after he started his
role in late 2018, the number of tweets sent from an Android device on the official ROC United Twitter
account increased to over 20 percent.

The data from Exhibit E is visualized in Exhibit D, where workday tweets are sent moments apart from Mr.
Piasecki’s personal account, the ROC United Twitter account, and the Eva Putzova for Congress official Twitter
account,

Data was obtained and downloaded using ExportTweet

]

A screenshot of Steven Piasecki’s personal Facebook account has been included in Exhibit D. This screenshot is of a
post made by Mr. Piasecki announcing his move to New York in July of 2019. The date of his move to the east coast
reflects the time shift of tweets sent from his personal twitter account, Eva Putzova’s twitter account, and the ROC
United twitter account, further demonstrating that Mr. Piasecki was in fact the operator of these accounts.



Apparent Violations

Complainants have found reason to believe Respondents violated 2 USC §30118(a), 11 CFR §§ 100.52,
100.54, 114.2(b) and (f), 114.9(a)(3) and (b)(3). Eva Putzova for Congress, Eva Putzova, and the Restaurant
Opportunities Center United have violated federal law which prohibits donations and contributions by a
corporation or labor organization to a candidate for federal office and the acceptance of said contribution by a

candidate for federal office.

Relief Requested

Complainants are asking the Federal Election Commission to conduct an investigation, including an audit of
named respondent campaign committee, in accordance with the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended. The Commission should also refer to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to determine whether the

Restaurant Opportunities Center is eligible to keep its § 501(c)(3) non-profit status.

Complainant, upon information and belief, swear under penalty of perjury that the statements and facts of this
complaint are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief.

Michdel Saltsman, Managing Director
Employment Policieg Institute

Austin Samuelson, Research & Communications Associate
Employment Policies Institute
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EXHIBIT B
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Figure 1: Restaurant Opportunities Center Official Website — Eva Putzova (Director of Communications & Steven Piasecki
(Communications Coordinator)

0 o Lo
@stevenpiasacki

Listening to @threedomusa & they are talking about
tipping!!!

I work for @rocunited, a nonprofit fighting for
restaurant workers' rights. More info (in a thread):

1. By fed law, tipped workers are allowed to be paid a
subminimum wage.

Figure 2: Steven Piasecki tweet dated September 20, 2019 stating that he
is emploved by the Restaurant Opportunities Center



EXHIBIT B

Steven Piasecki

= Timeline About Friends Photos More ~

DO YOU KNOW STEVEN?

To see what he shares with friends, send him a friend request. 3 AddFriend

@ steven Piasecki
- September5at231PM @

Woo!!!!!!!!!l So proud to be a part of this campaign!!!! Eva Putzova

0 Intro

= Communications Coordinaior at Restaurant
Opportunities Centers Uniteg (ROC United)

= Former Jr Content Editor at Ring

* * *® w *x *

Eva Puizova for Congress 1 Like Page
September 5 at 245 PM - Q¥

I'm 20 humbled and excied 0 join BrandNew Congress’ 2020 siate!

olunteer-led org ready io change Congress for the better.
that Congress shoulc put #PeopleFirst & fight for a future that works for

Figure 3: Steven Piasecki Facebook page. Introduction section of page lists Communications Coordinator at Restaurant
Opportunities Center United (ROC United) as employer. A September 5, 2019 post by Mr. Piasecki shared an official Eva

FEva Putzova”
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Maore... ‘

Steven P. - 3rd Eva Putzova for Congress
Communications Director at Eva For Congress o UC Berkeley

Los Angeles, California - 292 connections « Contact info

About

T'am a self-starter with demonstrated experience in marketing, social media strategy. and creative writing. specializing in
digital and online. As a recent graduate of UC Berkeley with a B.A. in Communications and Media Studies, I am
passionate about sharing fresh, evolving narratives through unigue visual and editorial campaigns, [l want tc .. see more

Experience

Communications Director
Eva Putzova for Congress

2019 - Present - 8 mos

Communications Coordinator

o
m Restaurant Opportunities Centers United

Sen 2018 - Present /| o

Remote

Figure 4: : Mr. Piasecki’s linkedIn page which lists “Communications Director for Eva Putzova for Congress” and
“Communications Coordinator at Restaurant Opportunities Center United” as his current employers.
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Eva Putzova - 3rd Eva Putzova for Congress
University of Economics
Bratislava

sy
P

2020 Candidate for th

agstaff Arizona - 50

Highlights

% Reach out to Eva for.,

Eva

nications and Technology Director

Figure 5: Eva Putzova Linkedin profile—lists “National Communication and Technology Director

at Restaurant Opportunities Center United” as current position, beginning May 2018. Also lists
2020 Candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives Eva Putzova for Congress” beginning
January 2019,



EXHIBIT B

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOR CONGRESS

EVA PUTZOVA FOP CONGRESS
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

SOCIAL MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING

COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING SERVICES

COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTING SERVICES

oeha/2oe

osh1s/2019

C4/18/2019

03135/2019

oa2/15/2019

££00.00

560000

SE600.00

£600.00

2E00.00

Figure 6: Eva Putzova for Congress official FEC spending report showing $600 disbursements to Steven Piasecki for

communications and social media services during the months of February, March, April, May, and June of 2020.
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Basic Socml Medla Toolkit

Follow Us

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
LinkedIn
Youtube
Website

Contact
Steven Piasecki
steven@rocunited.org
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Piasecki Android Tweet Count Feb-Jun 2019
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EXHIBIT D

ROC Tweets Feb-June 2019
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EvaforCongress Feb-Jun 2019 Android Tweet Count
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Figure 7: These graphs demonstrate clear coordination and trends during the months of February, March, April,
May, and June of 2016--the months Mr. Piasecki was being paid by the Eva Putzova for Congress campaign and
ROC United.
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Steven Piasecki i5 in New York, New York e
July 14. 2019 Q

New home g5 Paul Hogue
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ROC Jun-Oct 2019 Android Tweets
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EXHIBIT E
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Putzova Tweet Source Before Launching Campaign

Putzova Tweet Source After Launching Campaign
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@ ROC United &

1) The story of Christina Munce, a tipped worker in
Philly, & our fight for #0neFairWage is on the cover of
DTIME!

It highlights parts of Christina’s story that are all too

familiar to restaurant workers: a subminimum wage &
being forced to rely on tips.

Low Wages Sexual Harassment ana Unreliable Tips. Th

18 Retweets 19 Likes

e Eva Putzova @

It's #BlackWomensEqualFay Day — a day marking how
long it takes into the new year for black women to

make what white men earned

Closing the gender pay gap N

every agenda in 2020, #BlackWaome

in the previous year,

EEDS to be at the top of

ng it takes into the

day marking hov
hat white men ea

g in the previcus

to be at the top of every agends in 2020

Figure 8: On August 22, 2019, it again appears as if the official ROC United twitter account and their Communications
Director and candidate for Federal Office, Eva Putzova coordinated tweets that were sent from the same plaiform just 20

minutes apari.
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@ ROC United &

Herman Cain is being considered for a seat on the
Federal Reserve Board.

Back in the day, he was President of the National
Restaurant Association, where he was instrumental in
freezing the federal minimum wage for tipped workers
at $2.13.

e Eva Putzova &

5 is considering Herman Cain for a
seat on the Federal Reserve Board.

Cain has been accused by multiple women of sexual
harassment.

FREEDOM (DALITY

in of inappropriate behavior

&» Dave Jamieson &

Figure 9: On January 31 and February 1, 2019, it appears as if there is direct coordination between the ROC United and
their Communications Director, Congressional Candidate Eva Putzova to oppose the nomination of a political appointee.
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_ﬁ Eva Putzova @

I'm a progressive running for Congress in Arizona.

I take $0 from corporate PACs and special interests.

I believe in #MedicareForAll, #GreenNewDeal, tuition-
free college, unions, and more!

RT so more people can join our movement!

25 Retweets 36 Like

o Steven Plasecki

¥'all should check out @EvaPutzova, a progressive
running for Congress in AZ!

tuition-free college,

lLdle A, s

unions, and more!

dicareEorAll #GraenNev

She believes in #Mec

Figure 10: As displayed here in Figure 14, Steven Piasecki has continued his work as Eva Putzova’s campaign manager into
October. Mr. Piasecki is still employed by ROC, according 1o his LinkedIn.
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o Eva Puizova &

Hearings for the Raise The Wage Act of 2019 start
today. If passed, it would mean that workers across the
country — many who earn low wages, have families to
support, and are struggling to get by — would finally
earn a fair, living wage.

Who benefits from a
higher minimum wage?

~— WHAT PEOPLE — +— THE REALITY —
THINK :
Aversge age
Tesnager 35 years old
Woerks part thme 91% are not teens.
after school thary're 20 of older
Lives with paremts 34% are
Eaming extra i
spending money S58% are
women

28% have children

B0% work
full time
On average, they sam

more than half of thear
family's total income

Economic

Mare a1 q:l.o-vr-vu-w-,r P“lk‘?ll'K('
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@ ROC United @

In addition to generating $120 billion in addt wages,
the Raise the Wage Act of 2019 would also mean that
tipped workers across the country — 70% of whom ar
24-65 years old, 64% are female, and 36% are mother:
— would finally be paid #1FairWage.

Who benefits from a
higher minimum wage?

+— WHAT PEOPLE — +— THE REALITY —
THINK Average age
Teenager 35 years old

Works part time

S1% are not tesns.
after school

thay're 20 or oider
Lives with parsnts 34% are
A0 or older

Eaming extra
spending money SE%, are
women

28 have children

B0% work
full time

On average, they eam
more than half of thei
famity’s total income
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